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INTRODUCTION 

So far we have spent some time looking at the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of God and the local church 

are intertwined. They cannot be separated. This year I have started almost every sermon with the following 

statements:- “I strongly believe that God calls people to Himself, He also calls people into the church, not just 

the universal church but to congregations.” 

For congregations are where: 

 we are called to serve and sacrifice. It is here that we are lights in the world and salt on the earth! 

 we are part of a family and as such learn to love and exercise the fruit and the gifts of the spirit. 

It should be the place where we are taught and teach the Word of God. 

The Church is God’s Kingdom on earth. 

It is set up in the mind, and in the heart of man, that would continue to an eternity. 

The Kingdom has a “present reality and future manifestation.” 

 It begins with a spiritual birth, then it works its way throughout our lives. 

 It comes with a kit bag, all that we require to live life- we call it the Fruit of the Spirit and the Gifts of 

the Spirit. 

 It comes with an earthly family- the Church- the place where we learn and grow. 

 It begins in the heart of God and works through you! 

 It comes with a relationship. 
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TODAY 

This kit bag is part of a spiritual revolution and it contains all that we need to live the Christian life. This 

spiritual revolution begins with God, renews the mind of man and changes an individual. 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have 

become new.” 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

It is with the mind that we determine, to commit, to love, and to serve God. The heart, then follows suit. To be 

fully committed means not only the heart but the mind is engaged in the things of God. True conversion 

involves the mind, intellect and emotions, all three. 

The heart, then follows suit. To be fully committed means not only the heart but the mind is engaged in the 

things of God. Not just my feelings and emotions but my intellect. All that there is of me! 

As I see it the biggest problem is in the mind, some people get emotionally converted, they do not allow their 

mind and intellect to make that decision. 

It is with the mind that we choose to sin or not to sin. This is a wilful act. Most of what we do is a wilful act. It 

is not till we learn to deal with the mind, where the real renewal takes place, that we can grow in the faith. To 

fully exercise the fruit of the spirit: our minds must be in tune with God. (read through Romans 7 and 8). 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, 

self-control. Against such there is no law. 24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its 

passions and desires.” 

Galatians 5:22-24 

What are these things? 

 Love? 

 Joy? 

 Peace? 

 Long suffering? 

 Kindness? 

 Goodness? 

 Faithfulness? 

 Gentleness? 

 Self-Control? 

They are the very things that make living worthwhile! How easy is it to define these things? Some are 

actions, others are a state of the mind. Here we find that they come from outside us and become part of us. 

Change is a gift of God The fruit of the Spirit. 

This is why it is possible for a person whom we think is not redeemable to change. It does not rely wholly 

upon us and our abilities – it is the gift of God, the fruit of the Spirit 
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Thus we see that:- 

 A hard heart can be softened with true love. 

 A miserable existence can be open to joy. 

 A troubled heart can know peace. 

 The impatient can learn patience. 

 A miserable mean person can show kindness. 

 The bad person can be good. 

 The faithless will become faithful. 

 The rough can exercise gentleness. 

 The undisciplined can learn self-control. 

This is the KIT BAG that GOD GIVES His people! There is no fear of judgement when these are evident in 

our lives 

The Fruit involves character. 

What is the true character of a person? It is the character of an individual that God works on. The New 

Testament speaks of becoming Christ like and having the mind of Christ. 

In 1 Corinthians 13 the Apostle Paul gives us a comprehensive description of love. This can be seen as a 

description of the fruit of the spirit, he introduces this paragraph with ‘I will show you a better way’. The better 

way LOVE. 

Love he says: suffers long; is kind; does not envy; does not parade itself; does not get ‘puffed up’; does not 

behave rudely; is not provoked; does not think evilly, nor rejoice in sin; rejoices in the truth; bears all things; 

believes all things; hopes all things; endures all things. 

In Phillipians 4:8 Paul challenges his hearer in their quality of life. Whatever is:- true; noble, or worthy of high 

esteem; just; pure; lovely; of good report; of any virtue, or excellence; worthy of praise. DO IT! 

Colossians 3:12-16, The church members are told to put on (wear) these things: tender mercies; kindness; 

humility or self-smallness; a heart of compassion; gentleness; patience. 

Then, they are further instructed to: bear with one another; forgive one another; love; let the peace of God 

rule their hearts; be thankful; have God’s Word live in them abundantly; teach and admonish one another; 

sing with grace in their hearts. 

The Lord Jesus came – to change our character. Paul is repeating what the Lord Jesus Himself taught. 
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CONCLUSION 

Did not our Lord say that we are to: love one another, be lights and salt on the earth, show God to the world 

by what we do, be our brother’s keeper, live out the beatitudes (Matthew 5)? 

The Lord Jesus said that it ‘is by their fruit that you shall know them’ Some say that you know a person by the 

gifts of the spirit. That some gifts are more dominant than others and that it is the gift that shows you if the 

Holy Spirit is there or not. 

I disagree with that! It is the fruit of the Spirit. The fruit is an indication of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Gifts 

can be imitated and counterfeited. On the other hand the fruit has a lot to do with character. If our character 

is a con job, then this will soon become obvious, the truth always comes out. What about our character? 

Does it betray us or does it display the fruit of the Spirit? 

“1 Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given 

Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling aroma.” 

Ephesians 5:1 – 2 (NKJV) 

 


