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BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO JAMES  

The letter of James was not received by many churches without opposition. The opinion of Martin Luther that 

it is a downright "strawy" letter is sad and to present James as an opponent of Paul is unfair.  

This letter is full of valuable instructions on matters of endurance, prayer, humility, good works, the 

restraining of the tongue, contempt for the world and true faith. James condemns the 'faith' of dead 

orthodoxy, or that which is of the head and not the heart, and that of demons, while he values genuine faith 

(1:3, 6; 2:1, 5, 22-24; 5:15).  Paul like James teaches that good works are a fruit of faith Rom.2:6-10, 2 Cor. 

9:8, Eph.6:23, Col.1:4, lThess.1:3, 2Thes.2:17. 

There is, also a close resemblance between the words of the Lord Jesus in the Sermon on The Mount, and 

those of James. James was written to the scattered Jewish Christians some of whom were about to give up, 

as they were facing many trials and temptations, and were oppressed by the rich (some who probably were 

members of the church).  There were rich and poor among the congregations and favoritism, jealousy, gossip 

and slander had become commonplace. Christian virtues were thus being lost.  Their faith was not being 

lived out among themselves or the world.  It had become an intellectual 'belief' devoid of practice.  James is, 

as it were, a sermon to exercise endurance in the midst of trials and temptations.  The readers are 

admonished to carry on and reveal their faith in action (Ch. 2), word (a wise and bridled tongue Ch.3, and 

thought and attitude Ch.4). In 108 verses there are 54 imperatives.  The concern for social justice and the 

ethical, implications of Christianity add further to the relevance of this letter for our day. 

In short I would sum up James’s letter as a Holy Spirit breathed manual on how to live the Christian life. 

  



 

James Speaks to the Church – By Rev Con Despinidic 

STUDY 1 

Faith does it work? – Chapter 1:1-12 

 

Question 1 

James describes himself as a servant (bond slave) of Christ. What do you think it might mean to be a slave 

or bond servant of the Lord Jesus Christ?   

Look up: Matthew 16:25 and 2 Peter 1:1. 

Could someone call you a servant of Christ? 

Question 2 

What would you consider as a trial? 

What sort of trials do you think James and his reader had? 

Question 3 

What attitude should a Christian have in the face of difficulties? 

Luke 12: 31-33. How do  you deal with these trials? 

What does James say about trials and the wisdom of God? 

Luke 22:31-33. 

Question 4 

Read Verses 3, 4 and 12. Also Hebrews 5:8,9 and 12:3. 

What do these verses say about the outcome of trials and testing?   

Question 5 

What would the difference be say, of temptation and a test, or are they the same thing?   

Also refer to 1 Peter 1:7 

Question 6 

In what areas of life does God help us and how? 
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STUDY 2 

Being doers not hearers. – Chapter 1:13-27 

 

Question 1 

Verses 13-15.  

What do these verses say about temptation? 

1. Is temptation sin? 

2. What must first take place for temptation to become sin? 

Question 2 

How does our character differ from God's? 

Compare verses 17, 18 with verses 6-8. 

Question 3 

List the circumstances and characteristics of the people mentioned so far. 

Question 4 

What circumstances would be required for the Gospel to be watered down? 

1. Is it possible to regard being a Christian as one who follows a set of rules? 

2. What would the outcome of this be? 

Question 5 

In as simplest terms as possible how would you describe what a Christian is? 

Question 6 

Is religion an outward appearance of devotion and holy living or is it social work among the needy, or a 

mixture of the two? 
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STUDY 3 

Fulfilling the Law. – Chapter 2:I-13 

 

Question 1 

Is there room for social and or racial prejudice within the local congregation? Read Philippians 2:5. My heart 

and attitude should mimic that of the Lord Jesus. In James's day the lines of rich, poor, nationality, slave or 

freeman where more obvious. 

1. How would you define partiality? 

2. James condemns certain behavior, on what grounds? Verses 2,3.  

3. What is the consequence of this behavior? 

Question 2 

Verses 8-1 

In what way should 'the law that gives freedom' affect the Christian's life compared to the established set of 

rules and regulations under which the Pharisee or orthodox Jew lived? 

Verses 12-13 

Could one be considered an external pressure and the other a liberty? 

Look up Romans 12:3-5. 

Question 3 

What law should be operative within the Church? Verses 8-13. 

Question 4 

Ask yourself the question: How do I view the people in the Church? 
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STUDY 4 

Faith without works is dead. – Chapter 2:14-26 

In doing this study consider the following references, Romans 3:20, 28, Galatians 2:16 and Galatians 5:16. 

Question 1 

We are told that works (deeds and actions) must go hand in hand with faith. Is this more a call to social 

action or to discipleship?  

Why is Abraham used as an example of faith this? Verse 23. 

Question 2 

Does acceptance of the Lordship of Christ, repentance, change, and discipleship form a necessary part of a 

Christian’s life or are they optional extras? In other words is personal reformation and renewal a result of 

salvation? Verses 12-13 

Could one be considered an external pressure and the other a liberty? 

Look up Romans 12:3-5. 

Question 3 

If acceptance of true doctrine does not save demons then how do we know that we are saved by grace 

through faith? 

Question 4 

“faith without works is dead, works without faith is futile” 

What do you think this statement means? 

How does it relate to the good news of the Christian Gospel? 
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STUDY 5 

Can the tongue be tamed? – Chapter 3:1-12 

 

Question 1 

A man’s true theology is how he lives and not what he says. To what extent do our words show our 

spirituality? 

What does James say in relation to those who would desire to be teachers within the Church?  

Also, Romans 14:10-12 

Question 2 

“Words go forth from our lips and hearts with much power. Words themselves may be short and sweet, but 

they like the “bit in a horse’s mouth or a ship’s rudder,” can words change and alter the direction of another 

person's life? What we say even in passing may have a profound effect on the lives of so many people.”         

Discuss the damage that can be made when the wrong words are said. 

Luke 11:28, Psalm 140:3 

Question 3 

How much responsibility should we take for what we say?  
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STUDY 6 

Who among you is wise? - Chapter 3. 13-18 

 

Question 1 

In chapter 1:5 we are told that God will generously give us wisdom if we ask for it. Considering verses 13 to 

18 of chapter 3 how could we expect our prayer to be answered in practical terms? 

In what ways should God’s wisdom change our attitudes and lifestyle and how? 

Question 2 

James 3:13,17,18 James describes life God’s way, with God’s wisdom. Verse 14 and 15 describes life 

without God’s wisdom. In the columns below describe both. 

With God’s wisdom: Without God’s wisdom: 

  

 

 

  

Which would you prefer? 

Question 3 

James pulls no punches, how is evil described here? 
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STUDY 7 

Contention and it’s cure. - Chapter 4:1-12 

 

Question 1 

Why is it that sometimes we do not receive an answer to our prayers? 

What does this say about our relationship with God? 

Question 2 

Is the term ‘adulterous’ in verse 4 relevant or does it seem a little strong? 

Is the difference between sin and obedience a matter of attitude? 

Question 3 

How many verbs (a verb is a doing word i.e.; hit, ran, bite) are there in verses 7 to 10? 

Question 4 

Verse 7 “Submit to God resist the devil, and he will flee from you” Is this a promise for us in all temptations 

and trials? Some time ago a pastor told me that you cannot say that the devil will flee if you resist him. What 

does this verse say and what do you think it means? 

1. Describe the word ‘resist’. 

2. How are we to resist sin i.e.; envy, covetousness, jealousy which have a demonic source? James 

3:15. 

  



 

James Speaks to the Church – By Rev Con Despinidic 

STUDY 8 

Too smart for your own good! - Chapter 4:13-17 

 

Question 1 

Compare verse 14 with Matthew 6:19-21. 28-31, and Luke 12:13-21. 

What can we learn from these verses? 

Question 2 

Verses 13-15. If God is sovereign and we are dependent beings, are we being arrogant in planning the 

future?                   

Romans 9:21? 

Question 3 

Is it important to seek to be in the centre of God’s will in every area of our lives? 

Question 4 

Does Verse 17 refer to one who has made a genuine mistake or someone who willfully disobeys God? 
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STUDY 9 

To have, or not to have? This is the frustration. -  Chapter  5:1-12 

 

Question 1 

Verses 1-6 describe a particular lifestyle and attitude.  

What is it? 

Are the consequences of sin for this life or the next? 

Question 2 

Verses 7-10 show us how we are to live. Put verse 8 into your own words. 

1. What does this verse say about our responsibility to stand firm in the faith?  

2. Is there a difference between enduring and persevering (vs. 11)? 

Question 3 

Is the directive to endure also a command to exercise humility? 

Compare with Philippians 2 :1-11? 

When wronged can we find comfort in the promise of justice or vindication. The Lord Jesus will come and 

judge with compassion and mercy?  Some people resent this, why? 

Question 4 

What can we learn from Verses 9 and 12? 
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STUDY 10 

True prayer is prayer in faith. The power of prayer - Chapter 5: 13 - 19 

 

Question 1 

How should we respond in all situations? 

Compare verse 13 with Philippians 4:11 and 1: 19-27a. 

Question 2 

Verses 14-16 speak of the sick and healing. From these verses what do we learn about the circumstances 

surrounding healing? 

Question 3 

How would you describe a “righteous” person referred to in verse 16. 

Question 4 

Does God answer the prayers of ordinary Christian people? 

Question 5 

The way people handled some of the things referred to in James, (such as trials, temptations, favoritism, 

snobbery, slander, rivalry, jealousy, boasting and oppression) may possibly have resulted in or worsen some 

real physical ailments. How is healing of both the physical and spiritual problem to be addressed? 

(Consider verse 14, and verses 16, 19 & 20 and also I Corinthians 11:30). 
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