
 

 

Church Finances 
 

Please continue to support our church finances  as some  
running costs will continue despite our closure.  

Direct Debit can be set up using account details below.  
Cheques can be posted to PO Box 205 Wollongong 2520.  

Otherwise simply put your tithe aside until we re-open. 
 

Congregational Church Wollongong  
BSB: 032695 

Account No: 494743 
 

March Income / Expenditure Statement 
General Account: 

       Income - $6,425.91 
Expenditure - $3,957.68 

 

Building Fund: 
  Income - $93.60 

Expenditure - $1,989.00 

 

Church Contact Details:  PO Box 205, Wollongong 2520;    
Phone: 4226 1750 
Website: www.wollongongcongchurch.org  
Facebook:  Wollongong Congregational Church 

Rev Con Despinidic 42713235. Mob. 0427431709 
cdespini@gmail.com   
 

Elders:  
Wendy    42292483 / mobile 0407936981  
Leonie    42713235 / mobile 0428180355  
Annette  42716763 / mobile 0401089938   
 

Church notices: Email Annette; ameldrum@ozemail.com.au 

Wollongong 
Congregational Church 

 26th April 2020  

    Dear Church family, greetings in the name of 
our Lord and Saviour. May God bless us each one and our church. 
Lord, give us wisdom and keep us all in good health. 
 

Con is recording videoed devotions each week which can be 
viewed from our website each Sunday 
www.wollongongcongchurch.org JUST CLICK THIS LINK! 
Those on Facebook, please share the video each week with fb 
friends. 
 

Tune in to Con’s radio program on Pulse 94.1 FM. Sunday Worship 
7-10am. Repeated Tues night 10pm. Morning devotions 6-7am daily. 
 

Tuesday Bible Study at 10am using Zoom Meeting software. 
Contact George if you would like to join us.  
 

 

 

Lynda Ratcliffe has a new email: ratcliffe047@gmail.com 

The church has applied for Jobkeeper support for Con and it 
looks like it is going ahead. Con and Leonie’s new home is still not 
completed so Con is no longer taking Long Service Leave and work-
ing as normal. It must be said that he had continued to work regard-
less as he feels strongly that his job is more critical than ever at this 
time. Thanks to Glenn for his dedicated work as Church Treasurer. 
 

The church food bank has been donated to Darcy House as 
there was no need found within our church family. Darcy House were 
absolutely delighted to receive it at this time of critical need in the 
community. Thanks to Lynne & Dennis & Dianne for organising this. 

 

Our Church Prayer Chain   
We encourage everyone to join our prayer chain as a means of 

communicating more widely while we're in lockdown.  
Ring or text Leonie 0428180355.  

http://www.wollongongcongchurch.org
http://wollongongcongchurch.org/video/


   
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

    
            
 

  Luke 12:1-12  The unexpected can either be devastating or exciting, I wonder what 
went through the minds of the women who went to the tomb of the Lord Jesus?                   
Early on the first day of the week they went to the tomb to prepare the body of the Lord 
Jesus; this was an act of love. Doubt, fear, anxiety, and grief, their humanness stands out 
as an example of our personal frailties. We too are baffled at times with what has unfold-
ed in the sphere of our lives. The knowledge surprises us and our inexperience causes us 
to retreat like a turtle into its shell. I am sure that they approached the tomb with hesita-
tion and a sense of great grief and anxiety and maybe a tear in their eye. Thoughts of the 
Lord Jesus, His words, and actions still fresh in their minds as well as the events that led 
to the crucifixion. All that was left was the final preparation for the dead. This was to be 
the last act of reverence and love. You can almost feel the disappointment in the air along 
with a sense of profound loss. All was not as it seemed; I love the words of the angel; 
“Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen! “The 
dawn of a new day! 
Many still see the Lord Jesus among the dead; some who see Him as the greatest man 
that ever lived, a hero with great words and great compassion; a man who experienced a 
horrid death at the hands of a political and religious regime. Some acknowledge Biblical 
truth and doctrine, believe the creeds and yet there is no desire to seek Him. He is  
reduced to just a man, as one author puts it “this will not do, Jesus is not dead; He is 
alive. He is not merely a hero of the past He is a loving reality of the present”. This 
is what the disciples of the first century had to learn. Surely this is what our generation 
needs to hear!                                                                                                                                                    
Some regard Him as a man whose life must be studied, his words examined, and his 
teaching investigated. The Lord Jesus is not someone just to be studied, He is someone 
to be met and lived with every day. He is not only a figure in a book even if that book be 
the greatest book ever written HE IS A LIVING PRESENCE.’                                                                     
Some see the Lord Jesus as the perfect example of life, someone to be copied. This can 
be very frustrating, particularly if you are like me, two steps forward one back, none of us 
will ever reach perfection. The Lord Jesus is not just someone to be copied, just a good 
example to follow; NO! HE helps, guides, and strengthens us.                                                                 
Imagine fretting in your loss and grief, living in the past, unable to hear the good news 
because the old news is still so fresh in your heart that no matter what, you are closed off 
to it. The Disciples could not see, they were not ready to hear, so they dismissed the 
message of the women for the idea of the resurrection seemed absurd to them. The Lord 
Jesus said so many things, He did so many things, and yet those who spent so much 
time with him did not have the wisdom to see what was in front of their very eyes. It  
wasn’t till after the resurrection that the pieces of the jigsaw puzzle came together. Let’s 
not find ourselves looking for the living among the dead? ”He is not here; he has risen!”  
And He lives to reign in our hearts. Each of us needs to be encouraged with the truth that  
the Lord Jesus lives. It is this reality that will see us through in this peculiar time of need. 
  Con 

Prayer  Points 
Please pray for: 

 Our church family 

 Those In Care: Ron Ratcliffe; Hugh Kirk; Joan Weber & Dawn Coleshill 

 Janice and her son Steve. Pray also for Janice for relief from pain  

 Gail and Ray (Hong Kong) and for children & families in all 3 schools 

 Jenny and Dave Rowe in USA: Adam and the Togo Group 

 FCC Churches: One R Congregational Church, Richmond 

  Church family members: Matthew, Katherin, Michal, Azra & Shae Woolley 
 God’s leading and authority over decisions concerning our church  

 God’s leading concerning our need for Elders, Deacons, Assistant Pastor 

 Romani Evangelical Congregational Church in Macedonia and their Pastor 

 Pulse 94.1 FM and the effectiveness of Con’s radio program  

 Wisdom and opportunity to reach our community with the Gospel  

 Persecuted Christians in Maldives 

 Gods intervention to enable doctors to make wise diagnoses for patients 

 Con and Leonie for strength and improved health 

 Ralph, Dennis, Roger and John Facey for continued recovery 

 Margaret, Dianne, Wendie and family for God’s peace and sustaining 

 Those suffering with Coronavirus and for eradication of the virus 

 For those experiencing loneliness due to isolation. 

 Fasiu for adjustment to his new prostheses 

 Jeff & Mary’s grandson &(girlfriend) working in hospital emergency ward 

 Irma, suffering pain in her hand, Jennifer expected home from rehab soon 

 Our returned war veterans, defence personnel and for those suffering  
from ongoing wars. 
 

Please set aside a few minutes each Sunday around 10am to  
unitedly pray through the prayer points in this newsletter and  
give thanks for God’s blessings.  
 

Con and Elders continue to meet each week on Zoom for Bible 
Study, prayer and to update each other on church business and 
pastoral concerns. We are thankful to God for each other and every 
member of our church family. We are also thankful for the efforts everyone is 
making to keep in touch with each other- a truly wonderful thing!  
George and Annette do a newsletter letter box drop each week for those 
people who do not have email.  
If you have any concerns, please ring Con or an Elder.  
We always value your prayer. 
 


