
 

 

Church Finances 
 

Please continue to support our church finances  as some  
running costs will continue despite our closure.  
Direct Debit can be set up using account details below.  
Cheques can be posted to PO Box 205 Wollongong 2520.  
Otherwise simply put your tithe aside until we re-open. 

 

Congregational Church Wollongong  
BSB: 032695 
Account No: 494743 

 

 
 

 

Church Contact Details:  PO Box 205, Wollongong 2520;    
Phone: 4226 1750 
Website: www.wollongongcongchurch.org  
Facebook:  Wollongong Congregational Church 

Rev Con Despinidic 42713235. Mob. 0427431709 
cdespini@gmail.com   
 

Elders:  
Wendy    42292483 / mobile 0407936981  
Leonie    42713235 / mobile 0428180355  
Annette  42716763 / mobile 0401089938   
 

Church notices: Email Annette; ameldrum@ozemail.com.au 

Wollongong 
Congregational Church 

3rd May 2020  

    Greetings in the name of our Lord and Saviour.  
May God bless us each one and our church.  
Lord, give us wisdom and keep us all in good health. 
 

Con is recording videoed devotions each week which can be viewed 
from our website each Sunday www.wollongongcongchurch.org  
JUST CLICK THIS LINK! Those on Facebook, please share the video each 
week with your Facebook friends. 
 

Tune in to Con’s radio program on Pulse 94.1 FM. Sunday Worship  
7-10am. Repeated Tues night 10pm. Morning devotions 6-7am daily. 
 
Tuesday Bible Study at 10am using Zoom Meeting software.  
Contact George 0411298358 if you would like to join us.  
 

 
 
 

We give the Lord praise, that the church has successfully applied for  
Jobkeeper support from the government to pay Con for the duration of this 
time of shutdown. Con continues to work from home and is available for 
phone or online consultation as needed. Thanks to Glenn for all the work 
that has gone into making this a reality. 
 

Con, the Elders and Treasurer, continue to make decisions to the best of 
our ability and by the leading of our Lord. We feel that it is not practically 
possible within the current shutdown to hold a church meeting. An online 
meeting would restrict many from taking part. So we will wait for restrictions 
to ease. Meanwhile, prayer, comments and suggestions are welcome. 
 

Betty Kirk is grateful to our church family for the prayer support she and 
Hugh have received. Betty was able to be with Hugh when he passed 
away this week. Please continue to uphold Betty in your prayers. 

 

Our Church Prayer Chain   
We encourage everyone to join our prayer chain as a means of  

communicating more widely while we're in lockdown.  
Ring or text Leonie 0428180355.  

http://www.wollongongcongchurch.org
http://wollongongcongchurch.org/video/


   
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

    
            
 

 The Lord lovingly came alongside two disciples on the Road to Emmaus.  
I believe that God would rather reason with us than impose His will. See how He spoke to the 
Nation of Israel through Isaiah. Isaiah 1:18 “Come now, let us settle the matter,” says the LORD. 
“Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crim-
son, they shall be like wool. 
Notice how gentle and to the point the Lord Jesus is. He didn’t beat about the bush! 25 He said 
to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken!  
The answer was there all along and you did not see it! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these 
things and then enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained 
to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. Luke 24:26-27                                                                  
I found these words of the Lord Jesus a great encouragement. To rephrase it: ‘How foolish you 
are! “Can’t you see, isn’t it obvious, don’t be duped by the circumstance that are around 
you- there is a bigger picture.’ 
It is easy to get carried away with circumstances and emotions to the point where we become 
hard of hearing and sometimes short sighted, unable to see the bigger picture. 
I like the way Corrie Ten Boon puts it: “life is like a tapestry- all we see is the straggly bits but God 
has a final picture in His mind.”  
Reeling from the events of the past few days, grief had clouded their judgement. They could not 
see the big picture. This rebuke was not designed to crush their spirits, just the opposite. “Hey 
guys wake up! See what really is and what should be”, I am sure that each one of us can re-
late to this. The Lord is gentle with us, if we look at the words of the Apostle James we find a  
similar rebuke: 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all  
without finding fault, and it will be given to you.  James 1:5 
What a tremendous promise! God gives generously without finding fault to uplift to encourage.  
They needed encouragement- everyone needs to be encouraged. Therefore if you have any 
encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing 
in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion. Philippians 2:1    
This is not a question, it is a statement– the Lord wants to encourage, before He can do this, He 
gets their attention. Has God got your attention? Do not allow the things around you to  
obscure what God may be saying to you.  
Luke 24:26-27 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And 
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the  
Scriptures concerning himself. Their hearts were strangely warmed, something was happening 
within. Good change must always start within. A revelation of the mind that produces a  
revolution of the heart! He got their attention! The faith walk is a series of revelations. Like the 
journey to Emmaus, it didn’t finish when these guys got home. It was just the beginning!  
We need to seek, struggle, ask the right questions and be open to the leading of God, to allow the 
Lord Jesus to get alongside us. We may not always recognise the voice of God. If our hearts are 
right and our desire is to be in the centre of God’s will, I believe that He does reveal His will to us. 
They we so excited, they ran back to Jerusalem, sought out the other Disciples and explained 
what had happened- this was urgent! 
I believe that there is an urgency about the Gospel of the Lord Jesus, the Good news is for today, 

for the here and now with ramifications for the future of all who respond.   Con 

Prayer  Points 
Please pray for: 

 Our church family 

 Those In Care: Ron Ratcliffe; Joan Weber & Dawn Coleshill 

 Janice and her son Steve. Pray also for Janice for relief from pain  

 Gail and Ray (Hong Kong) and for children & families in all 3 schools 

 Jenny and Dave Rowe in USA: Adam and the Togo Group 

 FCC Churches: Padstow Congregational Church 

  Church family members: Tom Woudsma 
 God’s leading and authority over decisions concerning our church  

 God’s leading concerning our need for Elders, Deacons, Assistant Pastor 

 Romani Evangelical Congregational Church in Macedonia and their Pastor 

 Pulse 94.1 FM and the effectiveness of Con’s radio program  

 Wisdom and opportunity to reach our community with the Gospel  

 Persecuted Christians in Iraq 

 Gods intervention to enable doctors to make wise diagnoses for patients 

 Con and Leonie for strength and improved health 

 Ralph, and Roger for continued recovery 

 Margaret, Dianne, Wendie and family for God’s peace and sustaining 

 Those suffering with Coronavirus and for eradication of the virus 

 For those experiencing loneliness due to isolation. 

 Fasiu for adjustment to his new prostheses 

 Jeff & Mary’s grandson &(girlfriend) working in hospital emergency ward 

 Irma, suffering pain in her hand  

 Betty Kirk, grieving the loss of her husband, Hugh 

 Jeff & Mary’s daughter Anna and husband Berndt. Berndt’s father Heinz is 

near death in Germany and they cannot travel to be with him. 
 
Praise God that: 

 Dawn is feeling much better and in good spirits 

 John Facey is doing well 

 Dennis’s procedure went well 

 Jennifer is home 
 

Please set aside a few minutes each Sunday around 10am to  
unitedly pray through the prayer points in this newsletter and  
give thanks for God’s blessings.  
 


