
 

 

Church Finances 
 

Please continue to support our church finances as some running 
costs will continue despite our closure.  
Direct Debit can be set up using account details below.  
Cheques can be posted to PO Box 205 Wollongong 2520.  
Otherwise please put your tithe aside until we re-open. 

 

Congregational Church Wollongong  
BSB: 032695 Account No: 494743 

 

Church Contact Details:  PO Box 205, Wollongong 2520;    
Phone: 4226 1750 
Website: www.wollongongcongchurch.org  
Facebook:  Wollongong Congregational Church 

Rev Con Despinidic 42713235. Mob. 0427431709 
cdespini@gmail.com   
 

Elders:  
Wendy    42292483 / mobile 0407936981  
Leonie    42713235 / mobile 0428180355  
Annette  42716763 / mobile 0401089938   
 

Church notices: Email Annette: ameldrum@ozemail.com.au 

Wollongong 
Congregational Church 

10th May 2020  

       
 

 
HAPPY MOTHERS DAY 

TO ALL OUR MUMS! 
 

We thank God for you. 
 

 

Mothers are mentioned 
237 times in the NIV Bible.  
152 in the old testament, 85 in the new testament. 

 
 

Con is recording videoed devotions each week which can be viewed 
from our website each Sunday www.wollongongcongchurch.org  
JUST CLICK THIS LINK! Those on Facebook, please share the video each 
week with your Facebook friends. 
 

Tune in to Con’s radio program on Pulse 94.1 FM. Sunday Worship  
7-10am. Repeated Tues night 10pm. Morning devotions 6-7am daily. 
 
Tuesday Bible Study at 10am using Zoom Meeting software.  
Contact George 0411298358 if you would like to join us.  
 

A Mother's Day Prayer 
 

I said a Mother's Day prayer for you, to thank the Lord above 
for blessing me with a lifetime, of your tender hearted love. 

I thanked God for the caring, you've shown me through the years, 
for the closeness we've enjoyed, in time of laughter and of tears. 

And so, I thank you from the heart, for all you've done for me 
and I bless the Lord for giving me, the best mother there could be! 

- Author Unknown 
 
 
 

 

 

Our Church Prayer Chain   
We encourage everyone to join our prayer chain especially while we're in 

lockdown. Ring or text prayer requests to Leonie 0428180355.  

http://www.wollongongcongchurch.org
http://wollongongcongchurch.org/video/


   
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

    
            
 

 Fear and anxiety are no respecter of persons, the poor, the wealthy, the agnostic, atheist and the person 
of faith can all experience the deep pangs of fear and anxiety. Some physical circumstances should cause 
fear and anxiety. For some it is a product of an internal struggle, past experiences, personality and or  
temperament or even a genuine medical or physiological problem.                
There is much that I do not know; I am not a psychologist or a counsellor, even though I have studied the 
human condition for most of my life as a preacher. I am a frail human being who has come to understand 
that within the pages of the Bible; the Word of God, there are many wonderful and helpful stories that are 
able to point each one of us to a pathway that can help us with our fears and anxieties. Yes, fear and  
anxiety are two things that all human beings have in common and they are not a sentence of doom.                             
Throughout the Old and New Testaments many have come to know the powerful presence of God and His 
ability to sustain. In 2 Kings 6 Elisha is responsible for giving information about the king of Aram’s plans to 
attack the nation of Israel. Like any good leader the king suspects a spy in his ranks, this was not the case- 
it was Elisha who received the intelligence from God.  
Elisha was staying in the village of Dothan. The king sent troops to capture Elisha. It is interesting to note 
that he did not send a few men but many troops. 14 “Therefore he sent horses and chariots and a great 
army there.”  Dothan was a village set on a hill, during the night the army surrounded the hill, dead set on 
capturing Elisha. Elisha’s power was his contact with God, and an understanding of those things that we 
cannot see. ‘He was conscious of another order of things than the present’. (Ref p181 Macartney 1935) 
The Apostle Paul speaks of principalities and powers; Ephesians 6:12 “For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark  
world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” 
I believe that we get so tied up in things that we see that we miss the hidden things. Not all hidden things 
are bad.  We have all heard the following saying: “does not see the forest for the trees” meaning “To  
pay too much attention to details and not understand the general situation”, so too with the spiritual. 
It is possible to miss God’s blessings as we concentrate on the immediate problem.  All problems have 
solutions, and there is always a God given solution.  
Can you imagine being a fly on the wall of Elisha’s cabin, his servant prepares breakfast and steps outside 
to get some fresh air, or water, and sees a mighty army around at the foot of the hill; they have surrounded 
the village and are looking for Elisha! The servant is agitated, scared, anxious, and wouldn’t you be?  
“Master what shall we do?” I am sure it was not a simple, ho-hum what next but a shout! He could not see 
what Elisha could see; his eyes were shut. 
I wonder; are there things that we cannot see?                                                                                                                                  
There are some things that we are not meant to see or understand and there are some things that we 
should see and are unable to see or understand. There is more to the picture than what we experience  
or see. “For now, we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I  
shall know just as I also am known”. 1 Corinthians 13:12 
There are some things that we should be able to see and understand; this is only possible when we are 
walking with the Lord, open to His leading and obedient to Him. Knowing His presence will take away  
feelings of fear and anxiety.  
I began by saying that all humans experience fear and anxiety. I believe that fear and anxiety in the right 
circumstances can be a healthy thing. I do not believe that God ever intended us to live in that state for  
God always provides an out, an escape!                                                                                                                                                
In saying this I believe that there are times when we should seek good professional help, there is no shame 
in this. Pray for a miracle, pray for a special blessing from God. This should be where we start, our default 
position. The promises of the past are valid for the believer of the present.                                                        
The Lord Jesus put it this way: Matthew 10:30-31 “And even the very hairs of your head are all  
numbered. 31 So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.” 

  Con 

Prayer  Points 
Please pray for: 

 Our church family 

 Those In Care: Ron Ratcliffe; Joan Weber & Dawn Coleshill 

 Janice and her son Steve. Pray also for Janice for relief from pain  

 Gail and Ray (Hong Kong) and for children & families in all 3 schools 

 Jenny and Dave Rowe in USA: Adam and the Togo Group 

 FCC Churches: Padstow Chinese Congregational Church 

  Church family members: Chris Wyatt 
 God’s leading and authority over decisions concerning our church  

 God’s leading concerning our need for Elders, Deacons, Assistant Pastor 

 Romani Evangelical Congregational Church in Macedonia and their Pastor 

 Pulse 94.1 FM and the effectiveness of Con’s radio program  

 Wisdom and opportunity to reach our community with the Gospel  

 Persecuted Christians in Afghanistan 

 Gods intervention to enable doctors to make wise diagnoses for patients 

 Con and Leonie for strength and improved health 

 Ralph, and Roger for continued recovery 

 Margaret, Dianne, Wendie and family for God’s peace and sustaining 

 Those suffering with Coronavirus and for eradication of the virus 

 For those experiencing loneliness due to isolation. 

 Fasiu for adjustment to his new prostheses 

 Jeff & Mary’s grandson &(girlfriend) working in hospital emergency ward 

 Irma, suffering pain in her hand  

 Betty Kirk, grieving the loss of her husband, Hugh 

 Jeff & Mary’s daughter Anna and husband Berndt, grieving the loss of 

Berndt’s father Heinz in Germany 

 Matthew Woolley grieving the loss of his father 

 Lenore and Jeff, as Jeff has lost his job 

 Joyce Souter’s son John, who is fighting cancer 
 
Praise God that He is using the current circumstances for His purposes. 
Many churches like ours and others are making services and other outreach 
material available online and many are listening and coming to the Lord 
through them. Jeff shared this example with the Bible Study group: 
One For Israel—read testimonies at: www.oneforisrael.org  
Watch the exciting clips of how more Jewish people are coming to the Lord 
than ever before! 


