
 

 

Church Finances 
 

Please continue to support our church finances as some running 
costs will continue despite our closure.  
Direct Debit can be set up using account details below.  
Cheques can be posted to PO Box 205 Wollongong 2520.  
Otherwise please put your tithe aside until we re-open. 

 

Congregational Church Wollongong  
BSB: 032695 Account No: 494743 

 

 

Church Contact Details:  PO Box 205, Wollongong 2520;    
Phone: 4226 1750 
Website: www.wollongongcongchurch.org  
Facebook:  Wollongong Congregational Church 

Rev Con Despinidic 42713235. Mob. 0427431709 
cdespini@gmail.com   
 

Elders:  
Wendy    42292483 / mobile 0407936981  
Leonie    42713235 / mobile 0428180355  
Annette  42716763 / mobile 0401089938   
 

Church notices: Email Annette: ameldrum@ozemail.com.au 

Wollongong 
Congregational Church 

17th May 2020  

       
 

Greeting in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
As we continue to adjust to our new way of living, trust God for his  
guidance each day and be prayerful for those around you who may be in 
need of a smile, a prayer, an offer of help, friendship, company, a meal, 
financial help or any other need. Don’t hesitate to pass a request onto an 
Elder if you can’t easily meet the need yourself. 

Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds Hebrews 10:24 
 

Con is recording videoed devotions each week which can be viewed 
from our website each Sunday www.wollongongcongchurch.org  
JUST CLICK THIS LINK! Those on Facebook, please share the video each 
week with your Facebook friends. 
 

Tune in to Con’s radio program on Pulse 94.1 FM. Sunday Worship  
7-10am. Repeated Tues night 10pm. Morning devotions 6-7am daily. 
 
Tuesday Bible Study will take a brief break while Con and Leonie 
commence their move into their new home. Stay tuned. 

 

$$$ Church Finances 
  

April Income:        $3924   
($3,000 JobKeeper payment received to reimburse Con’s salary for April 
but will show as income in May. It will continue to be paid retrospectively) 
April Expenditure: $6336  
(included a tithe giving to Macedonian Church and benevolent giving) 
 

Also $10,000 was received from the Tax Office as a Business Cash Flow 
boost as the church is listed as a Not for Profit Business.  
Praise God for his faithful provision and positive bank balance that  
carried us through the month. 

 

Our Church Prayer Chain   
We encourage everyone to join our prayer chain especially while we're in 

lockdown. Ring or text prayer requests to Leonie 0428180355.  

http://www.wollongongcongchurch.org
http://wollongongcongchurch.org/video/


   
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

    
            
 

 The Peace of God   Philippians 4:1-9 
I would like to begin by sharing with you the story behind the hymn,  
The hymn ‘It is well with my soul’ was written by Horatio Spafford and was born out of great grief.  
The death of his 4-year-old son and the devastation of losing most of his fortune in the great fire of 
Chicago in 1871. Horatio needed to stay in Chicago to deal with business, so he sent his wife and 
four daughters to England on holidays ahead of him. Unfortunately, the ship they were on hit  
another vessel and sank. His wife telegraphed ‘saved alone!’. Horatio immediately set sale to meet 
his grieving wife, the captain of the ship called him on deck as they were nearing the place the 
other ship went down, he  then went to his cabin, and out of his grief and faith he penned the 
words of the remark-able hymn of faith. 
When peace like a river, attendeth my way,                                                                                                            
When sorrows like sea billows roll 
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say 
It is well, it is well, with my soul 
It is well,  With my soul,  It is well,  it is well with my soul 
I was challenged by the quote from C.S Lewis-“God can’t give us peace and happiness apart from 
Himself because there is no such thing”. True peace can only be found in the Lord Jesus. I believe 
that there are so many counterfeits to all the wonderful and good things God the Father has for us.  
The Apostle Paul worked hard at encouragement and teaching. I am sure that we are familiar with 
the words of Philippians 4:6-9 "Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God….”  
Peace of mind is something we all want.  To be able to rest, to not have to worry, to feel free to  
enjoy life, family, friends, work, church, hobbies, entertainment, etc. To be able to enjoy ourselves 
and not be burdened down with worries that rob us of our strength and vitality. Sometimes when 
we can't find peace of mind, we get depressed which may cause us to hit out at those we love 
most. The sad thing is that we might not know that we are doing it. 
Is there such a thing as real peace of mind and if so where does one get it?  
Yoga, an exercise programme, personal development DVD’s, education or throwing ourselves into 
our family life or a hobby? Think about others and your personal woes will fade away. The reme-
dies go on and on. Not to say that some of these things do not work, in fact they do- but are they a 
long-lasting solution to our quest for peace? I believe that God wants us to have peace.  
v.6 "Do not be anxious about anything."  The word for "anxious" in the Greek here means to be 
troubled with cares. 
God never asks us to do something that we are not able to do or that he has not made  
adequate provision for us to do. I love the way the Lord Jesus teaches about peace and worry. 
Read Matthew 6.25-34 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or 
drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of 
you by worrying add a single hour to your life?” 
Also John 14:27“My peace I give you let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” 
Peter  encourages us with the following: 1 Peter 5:7 “Cast all your anxiety on him because he 
cares for you.    Con 

Prayer  Points 
Please pray for: 

 Our church family 

 Those In Care: Ron Ratcliffe; Joan Weber & Dawn Coleshill 

 Janice and her son Steve. Pray also for Janice for relief from pain  

 Gail and Ray (Hong Kong) and for children & families in all 3 schools 

 Jenny and Dave Rowe in USA: Adam and the Togo Group 

 FCC Churches: Raceview Congregational Church, Queensland 

  Church family members: Nabila Abou-Abssi 
 God’s leading and authority over decisions concerning our church  

 God’s leading concerning our need for Elders, Deacons, Assistant Pastor 

 Romani Evangelical Congregational Church in Macedonia and their Pastor 

 Pulse 94.1 FM and the effectiveness of Con’s radio program  

 Wisdom and opportunity to reach our community with the Gospel  

 Persecuted Christians in Somalia 

 Gods intervention to enable doctors to make wise diagnoses for patients 

 Con and Leonie for strength and improved health 

 Ralph, Dennis and Roger for continued recovery 

 Margaret, Dianne, Wendie and family for God’s peace and sustaining 

 Those suffering with Coronavirus and for discovery of a vaccine  

 For those experiencing loneliness due to isolation. 

 Jeff & Mary’s grandson working in a Covid19 hospital ward at Gosford 

 Irma, suffering pain in her hand  

 Those grieving: Matthew Woolley, Betty Kirk, Anna and Berndt 

 Lenore and Jeff, as Jeff has lost his job 

 Joyce Souter’s son John, who is fighting cancer 

 Bernice after another fall and is in hospital having treatment for leg ulcers 
 
Praise God for: 

 Fasiu’ has adjusted well to his ‘new legs’ and he is walking unaided 

 Jennifer is improving, now home and adapting to her new treatments 

 God’s provision of government funding to assist our church financially 

 Glenn our treasurer for thorough and careful overseeing of our finances 

 Faithfulness of our church family in their support through this difficult time 

 Completion of Con and Leonie’s home 
 

Please set aside a few minutes each Sunday around 10am to  
unitedly pray through the prayer points in this newsletter and  
give thanks for God’s blessings and praise for answered prayer.  
 


