
 

 

Church Finances 
 

Please continue to support our church finances as some running 
costs will continue despite our closure.  
Direct Debit can be set up using account details below.  
Cheques can be posted to PO Box 205 Wollongong 2520.  
Otherwise please put your tithe aside until we re-open. 

 

Congregational Church Wollongong  
BSB: 032695 Account No: 494743 

 

  

 

 

Church Contact Details:  PO Box 205, Wollongong 2520;    
Phone: 4226 1750 
Website: www.wollongongcongchurch.org  
Facebook:  Wollongong Congregational Church 

Rev Con Despinidic 42713235. Mob. 0427431709 
cdespini@gmail.com   
 

Elders:  
Wendy    42292483 / mobile 0407936981  
Leonie    42713235 / mobile 0428180355  
Annette  42716763 / mobile 0401089938   
 

Church notices: Email Annette: ameldrum@ozemail.com.au 

Wollongong 
Congregational Church 

31st May 2020  

       
 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Continue to trust God for guidance each day and look for those around you 
who may need a smile, a prayer, friendship, company, a meal, financial  
help or any other need. Don’t hesitate to pass a request onto an Elder if  
you can’t easily meet the need yourself. 
 

Listen to Con’s video recorded devotion each week which can be viewed 
from our website each Sunday www.wollongongcongchurch.org  
JUST CLICK THIS LINK! Please share the video each week with friends. 
 

Tune in to Con’s radio program on Pulse 94.1 FM. Sunday Worship  
7-10am. Repeated Tues night 10pm. Morning devotions 6-7am daily. 

 
Tuesday Bible Study 10am on Zoom   

 
 

“Life without God is like an unsharpened pencil -  
it has no point ” 

Sean, the vicar of a Protestant parish in Ireland and Patrick the priest at 
the Roman Catholic Church across the road.  
One day they are seen together, erecting a sign: "THE END IS NEAR. 
TURN YOURSELF AROUND NOW BEFORE  IT IS TOO LATE.." 
As a car speeds past them, the driver leans out his window and 
yells, "Leave people alone, you religious nutters. We don't need your 
lectures." 
THEN!! From around the next curve they hear screeching tyres and a 
big splash.  
Shaking his head, Father Patrick says "Dat's da terd one dismornin.” 
"Yaa," Sean agrees, then adds, "Do ya tink maybe da sign should just 
say "BRIDGE CLOSED"? 

 
Our Church Prayer Chain   

We encourage everyone to join and use our prayer chain especially at 
this time while we cannot meet and pray together as a church.  

Ring or text prayer requests to Leonie 0428180355.  

http://www.wollongongcongchurch.org
http://wollongongcongchurch.org/video/


   
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

    
            
 

 Isaiah 53, Matthew 8 
In 1886 the famous evangelist Dwight L Moody was conducting meetings in Massachusetts when a 
young man rose in a testimony meeting and said, "I am not quite sure-but I am going to trust, and I am 
going to obey." These words were the inspiration behind the following Hymn. 
  When we walk with the Lord in the light of his word,  
  what a glory he sheds on our way!  
  While we do his good will, he abides with us still,  
  and with all who will trust and obey.  
  Trust and obey, for there's no other way  to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.  
 

Matthew 8:1 “When Jesus came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed him.” Why did they 
follow? The WHY is important- we each face ‘why’ moments? Some came out of curiosity; others came 
because for the first time in their life they could see clearly. They had encountered a teacher who could 
see beyond the law, beyond tradition, one who spoke with authority.  Matthew 7:28 “Jesus taught with 
authority”. 
WHO CAME?  The disciples, the crowd, the believers, and the would-be believer. They wanted to know 
more of Him. Their pressing question, WHO IS THIS JESUS? Matthew 8:1-4 gives me an insight into  
the heart of humanity.  
 

DESPARATION: When all else fails- turn to God. It is a sad thing when God is their last resort. I have 
been told so often, “I have tried so many things and places, thought I would give you a go.”  
Matthew 8 deals with the power of the Son of God to heal, in fact to meet every conceivable need that  
we may face. The first few verses give us insight into the heart of a desperate man. Was desperation his 
only motivation? Matthew says that this man knelt before the Lord Jesus. Matthew Henry that saint of old, 
says “When we cannot be sure of God’s will, we may be sure of His wisdom and mercy.”  What a 
great statement. Whatever the situation, the power, grace and mercy of God is no match. To be restored - 
we must first go to the Lord Jesus. 
 

NO GUILT IS SO GREAT- NO CORRUPTION SO STRONG, THAT GOD’S GRACE CANNOT DEAL 
WITH IT. Whoever comes to the Lord will not be turned away. John 6:37; All those the Father gives 
me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. I am encouraged and challenged 
by these words: “Lord if you are willing you can make me clean.”  His words are honest, not just a 
man in desperation, he had come to a crossroads in his life where he is faced with a crisis of faith. 
Lord if you are willing? I suspect he is saying that he is at the full disposal of the Lord Jesus. This is 
where I am personally challenged. Have I placed myself at the full disposal of the Lord?   
Is the Lord Jesus willing- what a question? This chapter has a number of situations where the sick  
are healed. In this instance the Lord said that He was willing, and the man was made clean. The question 
that comes to mind is: THEN WHY ISN’T EVERONE HEALED? There would be no need for doctors ..  
The question and the answer are big ones. I am sure that a simple sermon will not answer or  
satisfy. I still have not a satisfactory answer to that one! I have seen God’s wonderful miracles. I 
have received them in my own life. I have prayed for healing and seen it, but other times the person has 
got worse or died. I do not know the answer! 
 

The Lord Jesus is able to heal, and we see many instances of God’s wonderful provision- a miracle 
here or a healing there, and answers to prayer. PRAISE THE LORD! Our prayer should be to trust God, 
no matter what! The struggle is, do I believe that God can be trusted? Personally, I cannot look in any 
other direction! In the darkness and uncertainty of life, in the midst of temptation, or failure, the  
knowledge that God is there prevails. He said “I will neither leave nor forsake you.” This is a great 

source of comfort.     Con 

Prayer  Points 
Please pray for: 

 Our church family 

 Those In Care: Ron Ratcliffe; Joan Weber & Dawn Coleshill 

 Janice and her son Steve and a speedy recovery for Janice after surgery 

 Gail and Ray (Hong Kong) and for children & families in all 3 schools 

 Jenny and Dave Rowe in USA: Adam and the Togo Group 

 FCC Churches: Towradgi Congregational Church 

  Church family members: Bernice and Peter 
 God’s leading and authority over decisions concerning our church  

 God’s leading concerning our need for Elders, Deacons, an Assistant Pastor 

 Romani Evangelical Congregational Church in Macedonia and their Pastor 

 Pulse 94.1 FM and the effectiveness of Con’s radio program  

 Wisdom and opportunity to reach our community with the Gospel  

 Persecuted Christians in Pakistan 

 Gods intervention to enable doctors to make wise diagnoses for patients 

 Con and Leonie for strength and improved health 

 Margaret, Dianne, Wendie and family for God’s peace and sustaining 

 Those suffering from COVID-19 and for early availability of a vaccine  

 For those experiencing loneliness due to isolation. 

 Joyce Souter’s son John, who is fighting cancer 

 Bernice for healing following treatment for leg ulcers 

 Conviction of how we can best support and show love to others around us  

 The poor, the hungry and the persecuted 

 Lynda for God’s healing 

 Teachers in our schools and especially for Andrew, Helen and Wendy’s 

daughter Nicole, for strength and tenacity while under heavy workloads 
 

Praise God that: 

 Fasiu is managing well on his new legs and for his voluntary work 
encouraging other amputees at Pt Kembla Hospital  

 We seem to be coming out of lock down fairly smoothly 

 Con and Leonie are able to begin moving into their new home 
 

Please set aside a few minutes each Sunday around 10am to  
unitedly pray through the prayer points in this newsletter and  

give thanks for God’s blessings and praise for answered prayer.  
 

“Fear not!” is mentioned over 365 times in the Bible — 
that is one “Fear not” for every day of the year!  


